
 

   
 

media alert  

Singapore Oceanarium marks World Manta Day with 
immersive experiences 

Learn about these vulnerable animals through a limited time programme, expert sharing and 
themed activities from 6 – 20 September 

PHOTO CREDIT: Singapore Oceanarium, Resorts World Sentosa. 
 

SINGAPORE, 2 September 2025 – Singapore Oceanarium (新加坡海洋生态馆) is diving deep into ocean 

education with the launch of Animal Spotlight programmes that coincide with global awareness 
movements. Its latest programme, Animal Spotlight: Manta Rays, is timed to coincide with World Manta 
Day on 17 September and will run from 6 to 20 September 2025, overlapping with the September school 
holidays. The experience will feature a two-week period of curated activities highlighting the ecological 
importance of manta rays and the conservation challenges they face in the wild. 
 
Join an exclusive guided session to learn about manta ray care and ecology 
 
The specially curated Animal Spotlight: Manta Rays programme is a 45-minute English-guided journey that 
takes visitors behind the scenes of manta ray care and conservation. Running three times a day throughout 
the two weeks, participants will uncover first-hand how the aquarists monitor their health, diet and 
behaviours, learn more about their crucial ecological importance and leave with an understanding of how 
they can play a role in protecting these vulnerable species. The programme includes opportunities to 
interact with a Singapore Oceanarium education guide, providing space for questions and deeper 
discussion, making for an informative and engaging experience that fosters a love for marine animals and 
the desire to protect the oceans. 
 



 

   
 

Each participant of the Animal Spotlight: Manta Rays programme will receive a complimentary manta ray 
plush keychain and an Animal Spotlight lanyard set as a token of their experience. This programme is 
available exclusively from 6 – 20 September as an add-on experience to Singapore Oceanarium’s one-day 
ticket and is priced at $28 per person (ages 4 and above). 
 
Gain insights from a global expert, Mr. Daniel Fernando, on manta rays 
 
Among the programme highlights is the Expert Sharing Session by Mr. Daniel Fernando, Co-Founder of 
Blue Resources Trust and Associate Director at the Manta Trust, held on 13 September 2025 at 4pm. The 
session is available both online and in person at the Research and Learning Centre for Singapore 
Oceanarium ticket holders.  
 
Blue Resources Trust is a Sri Lankan non-profit focused on the research and management of marine 
resources. Mr. Fernando serves as the Director of their Fisheries and Policy Programme, with a focus on 
sharks, rays, and chimaeras.  
 
The Manta Trust is a UK-registered charity that coordinates global manta and devil ray research and 
conservation efforts. The organisation comprises of a diverse group of researchers, scientists, 
conservationists, educators, and media experts who facilitate knowledge and expertise sharing and 
transfer. 
 
Mr. Fernando is a renowned marine conservationist with a string of impressive credentials, making 
significant impact in the field. His experience includes serving as a ministerial advisor to Sri Lanka's 
Minister of Wildlife, Vice Chair of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS) Scientific 
Council's Sessional Committee, Regional Co-Vice Chair of the IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) 
Shark Specialist Group (SSG) for the Indian Ocean, and New England Aquarium Marine Conservation 
Action Fund (MCAF) Fellow. 
 
Mr. Fernando will share his insights into the lives of manta and devil rays, including how overfishing and 
international trade threaten them, as well as the global conservation strategies that drive their protection.  
This session embodies Singapore Oceanarium’s mission to increase scientific knowledge, promote 
education, research, and conservation, that inspires advocacy for the oceans. 
 
Explore family-friendly activities, storytelling and themed experiences inspired by manta rays 
 
Guests can also enjoy a host of manta ray-themed activities and offers during the two-week long series, 
such as: 

• Manta Ray Mascot Meet-and-Greet: Daily at 3pm in the Open Ocean Zone. 

• Limited-Time F&B Specials: Manta Ray Cupcake Combo (Explorer’s Nook) and Blue Pea 
Stracciatella Gelato with Sea Animal Mini Cookie (Tide Deli).  

• Exclusive Retail Collection: Souvenirs and treats inspired by the graceful marine animal. 

• Family Storytelling – Ocean Tales*: “Manja’s Adventure” storytelling session hosted at the 
Children’s Biodiversity Library by Singapore Oceanarium, presented in collaboration with the 
National Library Board (NLB).  



 

   
 

o The storytelling will take place on 6 September, 11.00am - 12.00pm at The Submarine. 
Admission is free and registration is not required – subject to a first-come first-served 
basis. 

*Note: Storytelling sessions are held at the Children’s Biodiversity Library by Singapore Oceanarium, which 
is located at the National Library Building’s Central Library, complementing the oceanarium experience off-
site. 

“Singapore Oceanarium’s mission is to inspire knowledge, love and care for our oceans, fostering public 
appreciation for marine species through interactive learning, themed events and engaging onsite 
activities,” said Lam Xue Ying, Acting Senior Vice President, Singapore Oceanarium & Destination 

Experience (林雪盈, 代高级副总裁，新加坡海洋生态馆, 品牌体验策划部). “We hope that when 

visitors come to experience our public programmes, such as Animal Spotlight: Manta Rays, they leave with 
a deeper appreciation and sense of stewardship for the oceans.” 
 
The Animal Spotlight series represents Singapore Oceanarium’s commitment to inspiring deeper 
understanding and appreciation of marine biodiversity. The series is designed around both global 
awareness movements and the oceanarium’s own evergreen programmes. Other editions include Animal 
Spotlight: Sea Jellies and Animal Spotlight: Corals. These spotlights provide fresh ways for visitors to 
engage with different marine species while reinforcing a love and advocacy for the oceans. Tickets may be 
purchased at www.singaporeoceanarium.com/world-manta-day and visitors may sign up for the Expert 
Sharing Session by emailing events@singaporeoceanarium.com with their full name, ticket number and 
attendance mode at least three working days in advance. 

In addition to the Animal Spotlight series, Singapore Oceanarium offers many other immersive 
programmes that families and students may enjoy during the September holidays, such as: 

• The Singapore Oceanarium Insider Experience which gives guests exclusive access and 
comprehensive insights through an immersive tour of the oceanarium and its support areas 

• The Ocean in Focus: Into the Abyss, an in-depth guided tour which offers a closer look into how 
these deep-dwelling animals have thrived in the harshest of conditions. Apart from engaging with 
a dedicated guide for a select zone within Singapore Oceanarium, this tour offers private access 
to support areas where specialised care is provided to these deep sea animals.  

• The Fossilist Workshop, a two-hour masterclass on fossils where participants can study these 
storied relics up close and engage in a hands-on excavation activity, where they can unearth and 
take home their very own fossil. 

By combining hands-on learning with immersive encounters, Singapore Oceanarium continues to offer 
enriching ways for families and students to understand and advocate for the protection of the oceans. 
For more information on the oceanarium’s programmes, please refer to the factsheet in the media kit. 

- Ends - 
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ABOUT RESORTS WORLD SENTOSA  

Resorts World Sentosa (RWS), Asia's premium lifestyle destination resort, is located on Singapore's resort island of 
Sentosa. Spanning 49 hectares, RWS is home to world-class attractions including Universal Studios Singapore and 
Adventure Cove Waterpark, as well as one of Southeast Asia's leading ocean institutes, comprising Singapore 
Oceanarium and the Research and Learning Centre. Complementing this are six unique luxury hotels, the retail and 
lifestyle destination WEAVE, the premier Resorts World Convention Centre, and a casino. RWS offers award-winning 
dining experiences and exciting cuisines from around the world helmed by celebrity chefs, establishing itself as a key 
player in Singapore's vibrant and diverse dining scene and a leading gourmet destination in Asia for epicureans. The 
integrated resort also offers world-class entertainment, from star-studded concerts to immersive exhibitions. RWS is 
the first integrated resort to be inducted into the TTG Travel Hall of Fame in 2023 after being named "Best Integrated 
Resort" for 10 consecutive years at the TTG Travel Awards, which recognises the best of Asia-Pacific's travel industry.  

RWS is wholly owned by Genting Singapore, a company of the Genting Group. For more information, please 
visit www.rwsentosa.com. 

       /ResortsWorldatSentosa                       @rwsentosa 

 
ABOUT SINGAPORE OCEANARIUM 
 
Located at Resorts World Sentosa, Singapore Oceanarium is a leading ocean institute with the purpose to inspire 
greater knowledge, love and action for the ocean and aquatic life. We are dedicated to advancing marine education, 
research, and supporting the conservation and preservation of threatened species. 
 
With a unique blend of live habitats, oceanic stories, state-of-the-art digital innovation, and interactive technology, 
Singapore Oceanarium connects knowledge from meaningful marine education and encounters to real-world 
applications. Our long-term partnerships with institutes, accreditation by the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA), 
and membership in the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) and Southeast Asian Zoo and Aquarium 
Association (SEAZA) are a testament to our commitment to inspire generations of ocean stewards for greater action. 
 
Singapore Oceanarium also encompasses a Research and Learning Centre – a dedicated space that offers advanced 
purpose-built spaces for research, conservation and community outreach. Certified by Singapore’s Building and 
Construction Authority as a Green Mark Platinum Zero Energy building, the centre is designed with environmental 
sustainability at its core and its energy needs are powered entirely by solar energy. 
 
For more information, please visit www.singaporeoceanarium.com.  
 

       /RWSSGO                      @SingaporeOceanarium          /SingaporeOceanarium 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS  
  
Resorts World Sentosa 
Elora Indran 
Tel:  + 65 9328 9373 
Email: elora.indran@rwsentosa.com 

We. Communications (for Resorts World Sentosa)  
Zoey Koh       
Tel: +65 9640 3901 
Email: zkoh@wecommunications.com  
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EDITORS’ NOTES 

1. All photographs are to be attributed to: Singapore Oceanarium, Resorts World Sentosa (新加坡海洋生

态馆, 圣淘沙名胜世界)  

2. High resolution photos can be downloaded here.  
3. The Singapore Oceanarium media kit, which includes a factsheet of all programmes can be found here. 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1r37zXv7lkRGQfbrxsXu0B0HywLg6fuTb?usp=sharing___.YzJ1OndlY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnM6YzpvOjYwMGIwZjBhZTQ0YmRiNGViOGNiNTI1ZDI5ODA2NDhmOjc6ODFhZDoyMGZhMGZkYWU5YjRkNDc3ZWZlYzMzNWM4MDgzNWUxOGZlYTEwY2U1OTliYWZiNzdhNTU1MzQyZDg5YzY0MTkzOnA6RjpG
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_lTduiunCd4aIWuTuvkqP13doZPH1__v?usp=sharing___.YzJ1OndlY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnM6YzpvOjYwMGIwZjBhZTQ0YmRiNGViOGNiNTI1ZDI5ODA2NDhmOjc6MjZmZjoxNDA0ZDcyOWU4NzNhZjM1NDhjM2MxYmQ5MGFiYjkyZDkyM2EzZWUxZjU4YmZjZmVhZjljNjE3OTdjNGIzZDBiOnA6RjpG

